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Hand a 5-year-old a toy gun, a whistle,
a hat and a badge and he will definitely
pretend to be a policeman. But when a
real gun, a whistle, a badge, and a
uniform is handed to a fourteen to
eighteen year old, they become a Police
Explorer.
Police Explorers is a youth group
consisting of both guys and girls who
voluntarily work as a service organization
for the community. They file into the
police station every Monday night for
their meeting, lecture, inspection, film
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and test. After the class session they
discuss the schedule for the upcoming
week. The explorers aid at any civic
organization such as the Christmas
Parade. "At the age of 16 you are
allowed to ride with a police officer once
a week. You also have the opportunity to
use a gun at target practice," said
Explorer Dan Simmons, a junior.
Different groups throughout the
county "get together for fun." They have
intermural sports and mini-competitions
to prepare for state competition held in
May. They also collect food and toys for
50 needy families during Christmas.
Being a Police Explorer gives exposure
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to many fields related to law. Sophomore
Jeanne Eberhard feels that being a
Police Explorer "enhances my chances
of becoming a police officer in the
future." If, however, the idea of
becoming a police officer doesn't suit
you, there is always the possibility of
going into criminal justice.
Perhaps the best reason why anyone
would be interested in being a Police
Explorer is stated by Sophomore Larry
Wellman when he said, "All of us are
here because we care."
Maybe someday these students will
trade in their Police Explorer equipment
for the tools of a professional lawman.
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